
From Lab Work to Digital Mastery,
Surprise Kyalo Reflects on
His Transformative ASLM Academy
Journey

LabVoice: 
Surprise, welcome to 

LabVoice! Let’s dive 

right in, what was it 

like stepping into the 

ASLM Academy back 

in February?

Surprise Kyalo: 
It’s been one of the most enriching professional experiences I have had. 

When I started the internship rotation at the ASLM Academy under the 

mentorship of Dr. Temesgen Endalew - Learning Experience Manager at 

ASLM, I thought It would just be exploring a few online healthcare courses. 

What I got was a deep dive into digital learning, AMR data, course creation, 

and personal growth. 

LabVoice: 
Tell us more about 

your mentor, Dr. 

Temesgen Endalew. 

Sounds like he had 

quite the impact.

Surprise Kyalo:
Absolutely. Dr. Temesgen is a powerhouse, a medical doctor, instructional 

designer, systems developer, digital health eLearning consultant, AI 

enthusiast… and somehow also the Learning Experience Manager at ASLM. 

Working under his mentorship was an incredible honor. His ability to guide, 

inspire, and infuse creativity into learning made all the difference. I also 

really appreciated the multicultural perspectives he brought into our 

mentorship sessions, which made every discussion feel global and inclusive.

LabVoice: 
That’s the kind of 

mentorship that 

leaves a mark. So, 

walk us through your 

coursework and 

experience in this 

program?

Surprise Kyalo: 
The first course I took was a beginner-level module on Antimicrobial 

Resistance (AMR), which laid a strong foundation. But it was Module 2 on 

AMR Data Management that really tested and grew my skills. These weren’t 

just tick-the-box trainings, they were packed with knowledge that aligns 

perfectly with my future research interests. I worked hard, passed with 

flying colors, and earned certificates for both!

LabVoice: 
Great achievements!  

But we heard you 

went a step further… 

and actually created 

your own courses?

Surprise Kyalo:
Yes, and that’s where the magic happened. Using Articulate Rise 360, I got 

to design two full short courses:

1. HIV Viral Load & Early Infant Diagnosis: Basic Concepts & Handling

2. Raoultella ornithinolytica: AMR & the One Health Approach

Both of them come with pre-tests, modular content, and post-tests. 

Creating these was not only a knowledge-deepening experience, but it also 

showed me how I can contribute meaningfully to professional development 

and public health education, both in Kenya and internationally.



LabVoice: 
Incredible! Tell us 

about the course 

topics, why those 

themes?

Surprise Kyalo:
The HIV VL & EID course focuses on core practices in specimen collection, 

handling, and transport—vital for quality HIV diagnostics. It's a resource for 

healthcare workers, policy makers, students, and community health 

champions alike.

The Raoultella ornithinolytica course digs into a lesser-known but emerging 

threat in AMR. It's designed to equip laboratory professionals, microbiologists, 

One Health experts, and others with insights into this pathogen's growing 

resistance, diagnostic approaches, and how we can apply the One Health 

framework to fight back.

LabVoice: 
Those sound-like 

valuable tools. Any 

other skills you 

walked away with?

Surprise Kyalo: 
One of the surprising highlights was learning how to properly create 

engaging PowerPoint presentations. It may sound basic, but it completely 

changed the way I approach presenting research and educational content. I 

realized I’d been winging it before, now I feel confident in creating clean, 

informative decks that actually teach.

LabVoice: 
So now that the 

6-week rotation is 

complete, how would 

you sum it up?

Surprise Kyalo: 
Life-changing. I walked in expecting a simple eLearning exposure and 

walked out with certificates, course authoring experience, professional 

mentorship, and a deep appreciation for the power of digital learning. I 

gained insights and practical skills that no formal classroom ever gave me, 

and that’s not an exaggeration. This experience will shape my career path 

for years to come.

LabVoice: 
That’s what we love to 

hear. Surprise, thank 

you for sharing your 

story and congrats on 

such a stellar 

internship rotation!

Surprise Kyalo: 
Thank you! And shout-out to ASLM, Dr. Temesgen, and everyone involved in 

the Academy for giving me this opportunity. I’m more motivated than ever 

to continue contributing to global health through innovation, research, and 

education.


