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Objectives

By the end of this webinar participants will understand:

oThe  role of African Journal of Laboratory Medicine(AJLM) and its 
alignment with the ASLM vision 

oAdvantages publishing  their research in AJLM

oKey elements for successful submission of manuscripts 

oHow to become  ASLM  member and ASLM Ambassador



ASLM - Our Vision 



5 Year Strategic Priorities



Schedule for Webinars
Date Topic Presenters

17th February *Scientific Writing  Session I: Introduction to African 
Journal of Laboratory Medicine/Submitting  Research 
Publication 

Prof R Erasmus
Dr K Makhaola
Mrs B Rammer

24th April 2025 *Feature -Original Research Paper:  One Health Pilot 
Study on Antimicrobial Resistance and Use of 
Fluoroquinolones and Cephalosporins in Human and 
Animal Health in Mwanza, Tanzania between 2021 and 
2022.

AMR Fellows

26th June 2025 **Scientific Writing Session II:  Ethical Considerations 
for Responsible Conduct of Research 

TBA

28th August 
2025

**From the Lab to the Market Place: ABCs of 
Diagnostic Product Development 

TBA

23rd October 
2025

**Scientific Writing Session III:  Statistical 
Considerations for manuscript  preparation

Mr Felix Hungwe
TBA

* Open to Public               **Closed Session for ASLM Paying Members  



What is the African Journal of 
Laboratory Medicine ?  

Professor  Rajiv Erasmus , Chief Editor

African Journal of Laboratory 
Medicine (AJLM)



• Founded 2011 along with ASLM

• Gold Open Access
• Free to read (No subscription fees)
• Free to publish (No APCs)
• Authors own copyright

• Double-blind peer review

• Types of Publications

• Original research, Review articles

• Opinion, Editorials

• Case Studies, Lessons from the Field

• Special issues and collections

• Frequency of publication

• 1 regular issue / year

• Special Collections / Special Issues as 
commissioned

• Scope: All aspects of laboratory 
medicine, especially as pertaining to 
its practice in resource-limited 
settings

• Papers accepted in following areas 
• Clinical Chemistry, Drug 

Monitoring and Toxicology
• Infectious Diseases
• Diagnostics and Laboratory 

Medicine
• Hematology, Blood Transfusion, 

Coagulation
• Policy and Practice
• Non-communicable Diseases
• Emerging Technologies
• Anatomical Pathology
• Genomics

The African Journal of Laboratory Medicine

AJLM  Homepage: https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm

https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm


AJLM Metrics

Achievements: 
• Growth over the years

o Increase in number of  submitted articles 
• Majority of authors  from low- income  countries 

AJLM  Homepage: https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm

https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm


AJLM Metrics

AJLM  Homepage: https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm

Citation-based measurement  2023

Journal Impact Factor
(based on Web of Science, formerly ISI)

1.0

CiteScore
(based on SCOPUS, Elsevier)

1.7

Source-Normalized Impact per Paper (SNIP)
(based on SCOPUS, Elsevier)

0.41

Scimago Journal Rank (SJR)
(based on SCOPUS, Elsevier)

0.31

H5-index
(based on Google Scholar)

16.00

Key highlights 
Internationally recognized journal 
DHET Accredited (DOAJ, SCOPUS, SciELO SA)

https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm


Submitting Research for 
Publication: Getting to the 
Green Light for Peer Review
Mrs. Bethanie Rammer, Managing Editor
African Journal of Laboratory Medicine 
(AJLM)



Rationale: Why this topic today?

~70% pre-review rejection rate

AJLM  Homepage: https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm

AJLM Changes in Reasons for Rejection without Review 
2020-2024

Reasons for pre-review rejection
• Up to 3 reasons recorded for each 

submission
• Administrative: >40% 

o Missing documents
o Incomplete documents

• Science / Technical: >70%
o  Ethics inappropriate
o  Scope
o  Writing
o  Formatting

https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm


AJLM Editorial Workflow for Initial Screening

AJLM  Homepage: https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm

~70% pre-review rejection rate

>40% for administrative reasons

https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm


Passing the Initial Screening

•Completing the required 
“ADCL” submission form

•Using the online 
submission platform

•Required files and 
information

Getting the green light for peer review

AJLM  Homepage: https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm

https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm


AJLM Required 'ADCL' Submission Form

Click the link to download the form

AJLM  Homepage: https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm

https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm


AJLM Required Submission Form

Authorship, Membership, Disclosure Statements, 
Copyright, and License Agreements (ADCL) Form

• 10 pages long
• Comprehensively collects all details required for 

submission and publication of research
• Authorship

• Corresponding author
• Coauthors
• ORCIDs
• Contributions

• Funding
• Conflicts of Interest
• Disclaimers
• Ethics

AJLM  Homepage: https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm

https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm


AJLM Required Submission Form – Section 1

Corresponding Author:
The co-author on a 
paper who takes 
primary responsibility 
for submitting the 
paper and 
communicating with 
the journal and 
publisher.



AJLM Required Submission Form – Section 4



AJLM Required Submission Form - Authorship

Authorship Guidelines
To qualify for authorship an 
individual must have at least 
one contribution from each of 
the four roles. 

Individuals do not qualify for 
authorship if they have a 
contribution from less than all 
four groups. For example, 
someone who participated in 
funding acquisition only, but 
not writing, final approval or 
accountability, would not 
qualify for authorship.

AJLM Authorship Determination Matrix
Role No.

Role
Required 

Contribution
1

Scientific
Conceptualization
Methodology
Formal Analysis
Investigation 
Visualization
Project 
Administration

Software
Validation
Data Curation
Resources
Supervision
Funding Acquisition

At least 1

2
Writing

Writing – Original Draft
Writing – Review and/or Editing

At least 1

3 FINAL APPROVAL OF THE VERSION TO BE 
PUBLISHED

All authors

4 AGREEMENT TO BE ACCOUNTABLE All authors

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) Guidelines: 
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/ 

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/


AJLM Required Submission Form - ORCID

• ORCID = Open Researcher and 
Contributor ID

• A free, unique, persistent 
identifier for people engaged in 
research, scholarship, and 
innovation activities

• Ensures people are "uniquely 
identified and connected to their 
contributions across disciplines, 
borders, and time"

ORCID Website: https://orcid.org/ 

• Ensure every author has an 
ORCID before you start 
submitting!

https://orcid.org/


AJLM Required Submission Form – Section 5

• Do not leave these fields 
blank!

• See Author Submission 
Guidelines for help 
determining content



AJLM Required Submission Form – Section 5

• Conflicts of interest / Competing interests
o May exist when professional judgement concerning a primary interest (e.g., patient 

welfare) may be influenced by a secondary interest (e.g., financial gain), e.g., drug 
trial run by researchers who own the drug company

o Disclose all authors potential bias at the time of submission.

• Disclaimers
o Statements required by employers, funders, governments, etc., e.g., "...ideas 

expressed…are the authors' own and do not necessarily represent those of the....'

• Funding
o Statement of source required by some funders; self-funding tracked by ASLM / AJLM

• Data Availability
o Many types of research have standards on availability of data, code, etc. to ensure 

reproducibility, access to publicly funded data, etc. Statement describing availability 
is required.

For more information, see AJLM Author Submission Guidelines, Formatting Requirements webpage:
https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm/pages/view/submission-guidelines#part_2 

https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm/pages/view/submission-guidelines#part_2


AJLM Required Submission Form – Section 6

If you checked a box in the 
Involved in the study 
column, you must 
complete the 
corresponding section 
indicated.

• Ethics approvals​: Research involving humans or animals must receive approval 
from institutional ethics committees before work is done. 
oDocumentation of approvals is required.



AJLM Form – Section 6 Subsections

Copy and paste ethics 
details from your 
manuscript.

Provide details about the 
name of the ethics 
committee(s), 
institution(s), approval 
number and approval date 
must match the approval 
documentation uploaded 
to the platform.

Upload a complete, legible copy of the approval certificate / letter 
from the ethics committee as a Supplementary File on the platform in 
English (also provide a translation, if original is not in English).



AJLM Submission Platform

Video Demonstration on Using this Submission Platform: 
https://youtu.be/Eg0N8ljT6AY 

https://youtu.be/Eg0N8ljT6AY


• Step 1: Starting
• Select article type

• Policies, legal, fee notices

• Checklist

• Messages to the editors

• Step 2: Upload blinded 
manuscript file only



• Step 3: Enter Metadata
• Authors / Contributors

• Title 

• Abstract

• Keywords

Metadata: all the information associated with your 
manuscript that is NOT the main text, references or 
tables/figures



• Step 4: Supplementary files
• ADCL submission form (required)

• Ethical clearance documentation 
(required for human/animal 
research)

• Supplementary materials for 
review

• Unblinded manuscript



AJLM Submission Platform

• Step 5: Confirmation
• Double check that all files uploaded 

are present

• Select most relevant Sustainable 
Development Goal (usually Goal 3: 
Good health and well-being)



Common Mistakes – ADCL Submission Form

• Missing authors, author name-
order differs, mismatched order 
of authors, Corresponding 
Author differs (Sections 1 & 4)

oCheck that Title Page, ADCL, 
Platform all match

• Missing ORCIDs

• Missing email addresses

• Missing required statements in 
ADCL (Section 5)
• Conflict of interest declaration

• Funding information

• Data availability statements

• Disclaimers

• Missing or incomplete ethics 
declarations (Section 6)



Common Mistakes - Submission Platform

• Missing manuscript file
oDouble check the file is 

uploaded at Step 5

• Missing tables, figures, 
supplementary items 
mentioned in manuscript file

• Missing reference list



Common Mistakes - Submission Platform

• Missing ethical clearance 
documentation (certificate, 
approval letter, waiver 
statement, etc.) entirely

• Submitting only 1 document for 
multi-center / multi-country 
research report

• Acceptable ethical clearance 
documentation 
oCertificate, approval letter, waiver
oOn official ethics committee 

letterhead
o Legible
oMust have date, title of study, 

researcher name, participant 
consent requirements

o In English

• Submit copies of ALL ethical 
clearance documentation, if 
more than 1 committee 
reviewed the study
• Single country study requirements
• Multi country studies requirements



RESOURCES
• Authorship

o ICMJE: https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-
responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html 

o ORCID: https://orcid.org/
• AJLM Author Submission Guidelines: 

https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm/pages/view/submission-
guidelines#part_1 

• Conflicts of interest
o ICMJE: https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-

responsibilities/author-responsibilities--conflicts-of-interest.html 

• Disclaimers
o Check with funders, employers, etc. for requirements

• Ethical conduct of research
o ICMJE: https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-

responsibilities/protection-of-research-participants.html 
• Data availability standards: 

o Field dependent repositories, e.g., Clinical trials registries, GenBank, etc.
o Funder mandates for data sharing.

https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
https://orcid.org/
https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm/pages/view/submission-guidelines#part_1
https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm/pages/view/submission-guidelines#part_1
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/author-responsibilities--conflicts-of-interest.html
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/author-responsibilities--conflicts-of-interest.html
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/protection-of-research-participants.html
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/protection-of-research-participants.html


Key Messages

Dr Kgomotso Makhaola



Key Messages - Summary

• African Society of Laboratory Medicine(ASLM)
• Goal: To advance laboratory profession, practice, science and network

• Data is the lifeblood for every program and innovation

• Scientific Publications increases visibility  and impact of Research 
• African Journal of Laboratory Medicine as a  platform   for scientific information exchange

• Open source journal free to authors, free to readers

• Scientific Manuscript Publication built on integrity, reliability, quality, traceability   

• All Publications undergo rigorous  peer review ( double blinded)

• Requirements
• Ethical clearance

• ORCID

• Conflict of Interest

• Metadata 









Thank you 



Q & A
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