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Question and Answers

Can | get the power point presentation notes of today at the end.

Thank you, the presentations will be shared at the end of the webinar.

What is the Impact factor of AJLM?

The most recent Web of Science Journal Impact Factor (2023) is 1.0. The most recent CiteScore
(2023) is 1.7.

In which month are the AJLM issues published?

Each article is published and made available to readers online as part of the current year’s
regular issue as soon as it completes the production and proofreading process.

Why can't you increase your publication frequency? Once per year is a bit low

That's true but papers are published online as soon as the production and proofreading
process is complete, i.e., we do not wait to have a complete issue before making articles
available to readers. Articles being published in the 2025 regular issue are already available
from the journal’s website.

In what specific months of the year do you release publications?

Articles are published online throughout the year as soon as the production and proofreading
process is completed.

Please, is there any call for article submission pending? You talked of a single issue per year.
Is it opened all year round?

The journal’s online submission platform is available for authors to submit their articles to the
regular annual issue 24 hours a day, every day (except for publisher outages due to upgrades
and maintenance, which are rare). Special Issues and Special Collections may have specific
submission deadlines, which are usually stated in the Call For Papers associated with the Issue
or Collection.

Why are there no article processing fees for manuscripts for AILM ? What are the
publication costs?

Article Processing Charges (APCs) are covered by ASLM to ensure accessibility for all authors,
regardless of their ability to pay.

Do you award CPD points upon successful completion of the sessions?

Yes, for this webinar, participants will receive a certificate with 1 CEU.

Are clinical research articles are accepted ?

Yes, they are accepted, if they align with the scope of the journal.

"REJECTION: My team has recently sent a manuscript and it had been rejected for the
following reason: "We regret to inform you that we have been unable to find suitable
reviewers for your article."" | could not understand this. Why do you lack reviewers in the
field of microbiology? How can someone become your reviewer?"

Thank you so much for these questions! We are truly sorry that you had this experience with
the journal. We understand how frustrating this is for everyone, including the journal’s editors.
Unfortunately, finding qualified reviewers is an ongoing challenge for all peer-reviewed
journals, large and small. Reviewers donate their time to provide peer reviews for journals and
often get many more requests to review than they can respond to or accept.

To become a reviewer for AJILM, you can email your CV, a list of topics you are interested in
reviewing, and letter of interest to us at editor@ajlmonline.org. We typically would like to see
a PhD or similar level degree in related areas, as well as some experience with reviewing for
other journals.

If work is done by two persons but without supervision, is it fit for submission?



mailto:editor@ajlmonline.org

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

If it has followed the necessary process, e.g., ethical clearance, scientific methods, and aligns
with the scope of AJLM, it can be submitted for consideration.

Is there a way the ACDL form can be summarised? May be this can have an impact on the
number which prof. alluded as being low.

We will look into it, but most of the information requested is about the author and to assess if
proper procedures were followed while doing the research

So how does one get this ORCID?

Please visit the ORCID Website: https://orcid.org/ for information on how to request an ORCID.
Is AJLM indexed?

Yes! AJLM is indexed in the US National Library of Medicine’s PubMedCentral (PMC) database,
which means the articles published in the journal will appear in PubMed search results.

Do you accept any manuscripts on microbiology?

Yes, AJLM accepts articles on microbiology, as long as the focus of the article aligns with the
scope of the journal.

What if the three authors are involved in the whole writing but two out of them were
involved in the laboratory sample analysis, is it ok?

AJLM follows the guidelines set by ICMJE, which state that to qualify for authorship, each co-
author must have made at least 1 contribution in each of four areas: 1) science (e.g., concept
of the project, conducted lab assays), 2) writing or revising the text, 3) agree to the final version
submitted for publication, and 4) agree to be accountable for the work. More details are
available from the ICMJE website: https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-
and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.htm/

Can we resubmit the manuscript and give you more time to find reviewers?

If you had a manuscript returned to you, because AJILM could not find reviewers, you are
welcome to resubmit it. Before you do, we recommend two things: 1) Address any comments
provided to you from a reviewer (if one was completed) or from the technical screening done
at the time of submission. 2) Suggest 2-3 individuals with relevant expertise that might be
willing to serve as reviewers. These individuals should not be at your or your co-authors'
institutions and should not have published anything with you or your co-authors within the last
3 years.

Do you charge for publication, if so, how much, or it is free?

No, there are no fees charged to authors for publishing in AILM. All Article Processing Charges
(APCs) are covered by ASLM to ensure accessibility for all authors, regardless of their ability to
pay.

How else can grammar be checked. | used grammarly but | was told to check my grammar.
can you suggest no fee platform?

We usually suggest Author AID (https://www.authoraid.info/en/), which is a website where
volunteers can connect with authors who need help with English or grammar. If you have a
professional colleague who is a native speaker of English, you may be able to ask them to
review and correct the English.

Do you accept manuscripts on laboratory waste management?

Yes, AJLM will consider articles on laboratory waste management, if the focus of the article
aligns with the scope of the journal.

Do you accept any manuscript on AMR ( antimicrobial resistant) and Food safety,Risk
assessment?

Yes, AJILM will consider articles on laboratory waste management, if the focus of the article
aligns with the scope of the journal.
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Thank you for the great presentation. Regarding the ethical aspect, in case we processed
routine data for publication, how should we manage this aspect?
As with human participant-related research, research conducted on data extracted from
medical or laboratory records must be reviewed by an institutional ethics committee before
any work is done. Such studies may be eligible for a waiver or ‘non-human subjects
determination’, depending on the context and local laws, but the review must be conducted by
the ethics committee.

Does a manuscript based on retrospective lab data (example monitoring of monthly quality
indicators without patient information) require ethical clearance?

As with human participant-related research, research conducted on data extracted from
medical or laboratory records must be reviewed by an institutional ethics committee before
any work is done. Such studies may be eligible for waivers or ‘non-human subjects
determination’, depending on the context and local laws, but the review must be conducted by
the ethics committee.

Are public health manuscripts accepted?

If your public health article includes a laboratory component and the focus of the article
otherwise aligns with the scope of the journal, AJLM should be able to consider it.

Do you equally accept manuscript on TB epidemiology?

If your TB epidemiology article includes a laboratory component and the focus of the article
otherwise aligns with the scope of the journal, AILM should be able to consider it.

Is it mandatory to upload the supplementary file, what if the manuscript doesn’t have it?
AJLM does not currently require authors to provide supplementary materials such as data,
questionnaires, etc. Thus, if your manuscript does not include supplementary data, information,
or tables / figure, you don’t need to upload anything. Note that in Step 4 of the submission
process, the platform differentiates between required files, such as the ADCL form, ethical
clearance documentation, etc., from other supplementary files, such as cover letters, figure or
table files you may wish to upload separately, etc.

How long is an incomplete submission retained into the system before you have to start the
whole submission process afresh?

AJLM editors do not have access to submissions that have been started but not actually
submitted (i.e., we cannot see them at all). The publisher may archive incomplete submissions
after a certain point, if there has been no activity and they have not been able to contact the
authors on its status.
For articles that have been approved for peer review, we try to release manuscripts, if they
have been in the queue for 100 days or longer without 2 completed peer reviews. We try to
contact authors for reviewer suggestions at around 35 days, if the submission has not had 2
reviewers agree to review.

Do you accept manuscripts on Laboratory Biosafety and Biosecurity?

Yes, definitely! As long as the article aligns with the scope of the journal, AJILM should be able
to consider it.

Do you accept manuscripts on public health with lab strengthening aspect?

Yes, very likely! As long as the article aligns with the scope of the journal, AILM should be able
to consider it.

How can a new author be assisted with all these processes? is there help that can be given
to first time authors?

Please contact us to ask questions! We are happy to help, when needed, if we can. You can
send inquiries to the publisher at submissions@ajlmonline.org for technical questions about
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the submission platform. You can send inquiries about most other issues (article formatting,
article type, etc.) to editor@ajlmonline.orgq.

Thank you so much for the presentation. When (at what time) can articles be submitted. for
publication?

AJLM is 'always open' for submissions! The platform is typically available 24/7 all year.

How long does it take to publish once paper has been submitted and what is the cost.
There is no cost! We typically publish in less than 90 days from acceptance, latest average is
~65 days.

ASLM Membership sign up page has some challenges on my end (missing sections hence |
can't advance to completion), are there any updates happening on the page?

Sencere apologies for the inconvenience. Our IT team will look into it. In the meantime, please
email membership@asim.org and our membership team will be happy to assist you in creating
a profile for you.

Is there a specific format and referencing for the journal?

Yes, you can find all the information you need on the Author Submission Guidelines page:
https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm/pages/view/submission-quidelines#part 1

| could have missed it. Do you also publish systematic reviews and meta-analysis?

Yes, we do. Please review the Full Structure sections on Systematic Reviews on the Author
Submission Guidelines page: https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm/pages/view/submission-
guidelines#part 1

How does one apply as a reviewer?

Please send your CV, a list of topics you are interested in reviewing, and letter of interest to
editor@ajlmonline.orgq.

Can more than one author share first authorship?

AJLM's publisher does offer a formal mechanism for designating co-first or co-corresponding
authors. However, authors may include such details in the Acknowledgements section of the
article.

Please can | publish my BSC. article for review and publication

Yes, as long as the article aligns with the scope of the journal, AILM should be able to consider
it.

Please whats the average turn around time for a completed review from the point of
submission?

As of 19 February 2025, the average turn-around time from submission to first decision is 96
days. The average turn-around time from submission to acceptance is 156 days. The average
turn-around time from acceptance to publication is 86 days.

What are criterion for reviewer selection? kindly, what are the minimum qualifications for a
reviewer? How can we apply to be a reviewer for AILM?

To become a reviewer for AILM, you can email your CV, a list of topics you are interested in
reviewing, and letter of interest to us at editor@ajlmonline.org. We typically would like to see
a PhD or similar level degree in related areas, as well as some experience with reviewing for
other journals.

| am a student but | want to learn about the AJLM , the journal and how to be part of it and
be an expert | need more assistance on this.

You can access the journal at https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm to read articles. You may
also want to apply for an ASLM Student membership, which will keep you connected to the
latest developments in the field. Should you wish to become an ASLM member, please visit
membership.asim.org

How about requesting the author to suggest reviewers if you passed 100 days
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We actually try to contact authors for reviewer suggestions at around 35 days, if the
submission has not had 2 reviewers agree to review. If you have not heard from us around this
time, please feel free to contact the editors or the publisher with suggestions. You can also
provide suggestions at the time of submission. Just remember that we cannot consider
reviewers at your institution or with whom you have published within the last 3 years.

How much is the membership fee?

We offer various membership options, which goes from the free Friends of ASLM members, to
the LabCoP Individual at 540, to the student membership at S10 annually. They all come with
different set of benefits. To find out more and choose the option that better fits you, please visit
membership.asim.orgq.

Are supply chain articles acceptable or is purely science?

Yes, as long as the article otherwise aligns with the scope of the journal, AILM should be able
to consider it.

The topics from veterinary field, are eligible?

Yes, as long as the article otherwise aligns with the scope of the journal, AILM should be able
to consider it.

I could have missed it. Do you also public systematic reviews and meta analysis?

Yes, we do. Please review the Full Structure sections on Systematic Reviews on the Author
Submission Guidelines page: https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm/pages/view/submission-
quidelines#part 1

What are the qualifications for a reviewer?

We typically would like to see a PhD or similar level degree in related areas, as well as some
experience with reviewing for other journals. To become a reviewer for AJLM, you can email
your CV, a list of topics you are interested in reviewing, and letter of interest to us at
editor@ajlmonline.orgq.

Is it possible that the reason for few reviewers is because they are not being paid?

While we would love to pay our reviewers, this would be very unusual for a biomedical research
journal. We only know of one journal that does this, and they received an endowment
specifically to cover reviewer honoraria. Unfortunately, the challenge with finding qualified
reviewers is an ongoing one for all peer-reviewed journals, large and small. Some research and
some anecdotal evidence indicates that it largely comes down to available bandwidth:
Reviewers donate their time to provide peer reviews for journals and often get many more
requests to review than they can respond to or accept. Smaller journals without the name
recognition of large journals like JAMA, NEJM or the PLoS journals, may get lower responses
to requests or may have fewer editors to help find and invite reviewers.

Do you offer trainings on research methodology?

ASLM does not currently have research methodology training available. However, trainings
and ASLM Academy courses for a number of related topics are planned.

Would it be possible to have a sample of a journal..such that it would be easy for us
upcoming scientists...thank you

All AILM articles from the very first ones published in 2021 are free to read online for anyone
from anywhere in the world. All current and archived articles can be accessed at:
https://ajlmonline.org/index.php/ajlm/issue/archive

What’s the minimum qualification for becoming an editor?

Editors usually must have a PhD or equivalent advanced degree and some experience as a peer
reviewer. Editorial Board experience is helpful, but not required. If you are interested, please
send your CV, areas of expertise, and letter of interest to editor@ajlmonline.orgq.
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Can a research done at the diploma level be accepted for publication?

Yes, if the topic falls within the journal’s scope, the write-up meets minimum quality standards,
and would be of interest to readers, such research can be considered.

Is a publication a thesis or a dissertation for a master's student?
AJLM does not publish thesis or dissertations directly. These documents are usually many
thousands of words too long to be published as research articles (cf, the main text (Introduction
through Conclusion sections) for AILM Original Research articles average about 3500 words).
If the work done for an advanced degree is written up according to reporting standards and
formatting requirements for a research article, and the topic falls within the scope of the
journal, AJLM can consider it for publication.

Le lien pour postuler comme ambassadeur( Please share the link to apply for ASLM
Ambassador)

Gracias por su interés en el programa de embajadores de la ASLM. Para solicitar el formulario
de solicitud, envie un correo electronico a membership@asim.org

(Thank you for your interest in the ASLM ambassador program. To request the application form,
please send an email to membership@asim.org)

My thesis during my Masters programe was done by me alone under supersvision. If | am
to create a manuscript out of it, do | need to include the name of my supervisor without his
consent?

You should not include authors on your article without their consent. You will need to prepare
a manuscript(s) from your thesis and submit it for consideration. It is advisable to work with
your supervisor and obtain their consent to include them on the manuscript.

Do you provide certificate of membership? | have not received mine after registration.
The membership certificate can be downloaded by logging into your membership portal and
clicking on “My Profile”.
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